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TOUCHS T0 NE, &c. 


I. this Chriſtian Country, « or at leaſt, among the 
1 more Chriſtian part of it, the duty of i imitating 
Him by whoſe name we call ourſelves is a point 
Which muſt be allowed to be clear. I think it 
muſt alſo be admitted by all who confider them- 
ſelves as Chriſtians, that in proportion as a man 
differs from his Savior, and turns away from the 
conſideration of his Character and Condutt, in 
the ſame proportion does he depart from true 
goodneſs, and betray the unſoundneſs of his, whole 
Chriſtian. profeſſion, 
We ſhall proceed, without further p to 
ſpeak of a few of thoſe tempers and diſpoſitions 
which moſt remarkably diſtinguiſhed our bleſſed 
Lord, and they ſhall be the following. | 
| Firſt. He was remarkable for his condeſcenſon 
and humility, and for his indifference to worldly 
Praiſe. He fought not honor from men; he never 
aimed. at_ earthly diſtinction or ſuperiority, but | 
ſubmitted willingly to be conſidered. as one of the 
9 of the people, No loſty- hight minded 
thoughts, no aſpiting deſires were harboured in his 
breaſt? » He:purde, himſelf. { of no, reputation,” and 
175 appeared as the ſervant of all. It was moſt won- 
derful condeſcenſion in Chriſty, who is ſpoken of 
Pepi aß e coming down from heaven, 
and as having . partaken in“ the glory of the Fa. 
ther before the world. was," even to viſit this 
World atsall. It was ſtill greater condeſcenſion to 


1 viſit us in the - character of. a-man like ourſelves, 


3 


but the, condeſcenſion is increaſed to a ſtill more 


aſtoniſhing. pitch, by appearing. among us even 


as the; pooreſt and , moſt deſpiſed of ' mankind. 


He was [deſtitute of ſuch common conveniences 
as even the.. loweſt have. The foxes have 


ce holes; and the birds of the air have neſts, 


6 but; the Son of Man had not where to lay 
e his head.“ We. find him condeſcending to 


waſh his diſciples“ feet, and alſo warning them 


not to conſider themſelves as true Believers in him 
if they “ ſought honor one of another:” at ans 
other time we find him admoniſhing them to be 
& poor in ſpirit.” and at another “ not to chuſe the 


« higheſt place,“ but wiling'y and contented]y to, 


take the loweſt till they ſhould be called up 


higher, aſſuring them that it was a maxim in his 


kingdom, “that every one that exalteth himſelf 
„ ſhall be abaſed, but he that humbleth himſelf 
ee ſhall be, exalted.” - | 1 


Secondly. Our Savior was alſo endued with 


the greateſt meetneſs and patience. No haſtineſs 


of ſpirit; no raſh anger or reſentment was found 
in him. His ſoul was meek and gentle as a 
lamb: all the trials, affronts, and injuries which 
he met with were ſubmitted to by him patiently, 
without the leaſt murmuring or repining. “ He 
* gave his back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks - 


66 to them that plucked off the hair.“ „ He 
„hid not his face from ſhame and ſpitting.“ — 


+ He was. oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth.” ©. He was brought 
„Das a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep 
„before his ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not 
* his mouth,” St, Peter tells us, that „ when 


bY ES 


* he was reviled he reviled not again, when he 

„ * ſuffered he threatened not, but committed him- 
ſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly,” and his 
- own admonition to his followers is, «© Take my 
© yoke upon you and learn of me, for 1 am 

* meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 


- 


Efor your ſouls.” When his enemies 'troate] 


him with the greateſt unkindnefs and erne}ty he 5 
returned them good for evil, and fought te pro- 
mamote their happineſs and ſalvation. So far was la 

his mind from harbouring any malice' or revenge, . 
that he prayed even for his murderers, and re- 4 


commended them to the Divine Mercy, faying, 
* Father forgive them, for they know not what 
& they do.“ V 
. Fhirdly. The mind of Chriſt was alſo filled with 
the tendereſt compaſſion and love, This was ma- 
nifeRed r his whole conduct, by the kind 
attention which he ſhewed both to the bodies and 
ſouls of men. He went about doing good,” relev- 
ing the helpleſs, healing the diſeaſed, and com- 
forting the afflicted. He allo inſtructed the igno: 
rant, and “ gaye light to them that ſat in darknels 
and in the ſhadow of death.” The poor guilty 
inner found him a friend indeed. We never read 
of any ſinner turning from his ſins, and calling upon 
Chriſt, without receiving an anſwer of peace, 
lo that our Savior ſhewed by his conduct that be 
came, as he himſelf expreſſes it, © to ſeek and to 
& fave that which was loſt.” He is repreſented In] 
Scripture as one who was always labouring to pro- 
mote the Salvation of thoſe around him; and when 
men would not hœarken to his words, but deter. 
mined ſtil! to go on in their fins, his ſoul pitied 
them, and he was „ grieved for their hardneſs of 


| 
[ 


heart.“ How fully does his pathetic Lamenta- 


tion over devoted Jeruſalem, ſpeak the compaſſi- 


onate affektion of his mind! & O Jernfalemy 
« Jeruſalem} thou that killeſt: the, Prophets, and 


„ ſtoneſt them that are {ent umo thee: how often 


would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
„wing, and ye would not.“ 

But his love was ſhewn moſt; eminently in ip 


laying dowin his life for us: as be ſpeaks, „Greater | 


„Jove hach no man than this, that a man lay 
„down his life for his friends.“ This great 
inſtance of love he ſhewed, yet this was not all: 
He laid down his life for his enemies: St. Paul 
{ays, % When we were yet without ſtrength,” (or 
when, we had fallen ſo as to be utterly helpleſs 
| and rained) „in due time Chriſt died fon oh 
6 ungodly, For ſcarcely, for a righteous man 
would: one die, yet peradventure for a good 


„man ſome would even dare to die, But Gad 


6+ cammendeth' his love toward us, in that while 
„ we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for us.“ Herein 


is love beyond example. We read of ſome ho 
have been induced to, die for their country or 


their friends, but where have we heard or read of 


any one, except Jefus Chriſt, who has willingly died 
for his enemies; for taſe Who e and cruchy 
Injured him. 

Fourthly. Chriſt Ins ee for the” moſt 
perfect obedience and refignation to the. will of God. 
. * I came-down from heaven, hel ſaith, not to 
4% do mine own will, but the will of him that ſent 
* me. And I muſt work the work: of him that 


* ſent me While! it Is day, the 8 cometh when 55 
*. T2365 £8: \ — . 


4 
4 
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e no man can work.“ At twelve years: old We 
| -_ find him diligently. employed in purſuing the great 
. .  objea for which God ſent him into the world, 
reaſoning with and queſtioning the Jewish Dodbrs 
in che Temple. When his mother inqüired of 
| him' concerning the reaſon of his condutt, his an- 
ſwer was, . Wiſt ye not that 1 muſt be about my 
„ * father's buſinels:” He was more intent on! 8757 
[ing God than on receiving bis daily food. 
} „% have meat to eat,“ faid he; which the: 6070 
„ knows not of: and. immediately after! he adds, 
$6: my meat is to do the will of God, and to finiſh 
| 


the work which he. hath given me to Uo; And 
as he was active in performing, -fo was he alſo pa- 
5 tient in ſuffèring whatever God required. All the, 
| ſevere tridds. and} afflictions Which Chriſt endured, 
Were endured without reluctance or repining. be⸗ 
cauſe he knew that they came upon him by Drvine 
appointment. Even when his; laſt bitter ſufferings 
drew near, and his human Nature thuddered: at 
the proſpect of them, hear with What obedient re- 
ilignation he prayed: 5+ Now: 18 y foul troubled, 
and what mall 41 Cay Yo? Fathers ſave me from 
86 this hour; but for this cauſe came l unto this 
hour. Father, glorify thy name. Father, if 
ee thou be willing, remové this cup from me; 
* nevertheleſs, not my vill but: thine be done.“ 
If there were room to enlarge on this fubje, 
we might proceed to ſpeak of our Savior's ſpotleſs 
purity, of his unſhaken faith and truſt in God, 
«of his noble courage in the cauſe of truth, 
and alſo of his ardent devotiong as well as many 
_ -Other ſhining excellencies in his charatter; but it 
is the leſs neceſſary, hecauſe they are partly im- 
plied in the e already treated of. 
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And now let me put a very ſimple queſtion to che 
teader. Who are they that are the true Diſciples | 5 
of this jeſus Chriſt? The anſwer is eaſy. The 

s uue Diſeiples are. thoſe, undoubtedly er _ 
H W ncarly reſemble that character of Chriſt. which has 

. been 1 9a of. Thoſe are not the true Chriſtians 
y who merely- call themſelves ſuch, | Again, thoſe 
are not the true Chriſtians. who, though they be- 


1 lieve and affirm, the Bible to be true, yet never 

14 read it, andi know nothing of what is contained in 
Is, it. Again, thoſe are not the true Chriſtians! Who 
ia ough they, may read the Bible, and though they 
nd can prove by argument that it is no impoſture, are 


nevertheleſs no better for, all this knowledge. 


ne Again, they are not. the true Chriſtians Who have 
ed, had Chriſtian baptiſm, Who attend at Chfiſtian 
Vorſhip,, and receive every; month the Chriſtian 


Sacrament, and who are orthodox even in their 
Creed, and. can ſee the errors into; which... other 
men fall on theſe ſubjects; for a man may ſtill 
want the main thing which Chriſtianity eonſiſts in, 
I mean he may want a reſemblance to Chriſt in 
his turn of Character, and temper, and iſpirit. But 


this in order to bring this whole ſubjett more diſtintly; 0 
„ 1 home to the Reader, let us again briefly touch- on! el 


the ſeveral tempers that were ſpoken of. 

Firſt; then your Savigr was Temarkable for: 
his condeſcenſion, humility, and indifference ia 
worldly praiſe. Are you diſtinguiſhed by the ſame 


diſpoſitiqns ?, Are you willing to drop down from 


your. rank in like, as. Chriſt did from his celeſtial 1 


dignity ? Are, you, e contentgd. alſo. with. a lou eſtate: 1 


as he was? And is your heart. deadened like his to 
the deſire of worldly praiſe and reputation? Is A 
I Ys Your: eee * on the, ner, . 


11 * . \ * 


* 


N. 5 r 5 i — | 


— — Tee Cs 
— — — — oo -  - — — - 


On OO 
2 


—— 


— 
7 


— 


ry 
„ . pbean ce a 


: = — — 833 
EEE, — — — 
— I. w T8 * 
3 * 
e "4 


— — 


HI ern" — 
— — — 
” > 
a * 
- 


— - — =. 
** < 


f 2 ” Iz | 


3 RES 
. 


e —e 


— E ** 


f * 


- 
— — 88 
C — 
\ — = 2 _ 


— — — os 2 
IC 4 PR * => 
J * 
* 


R 2 pay a 2 ” pron bs *. A 


* 


ELF” TER 


f 


8 4 8 * 


you one "of thoſe: Chriſtians who make a point of 


not ſtooping to any employment that is judged be 


neath them, ard who are continually aiming at 
high acquaintance, whoſe great anxiety it is allo to 
Funk plentifully in this world, and Who, in ſhort 


are in full chace of wealth as well as reputation, 


honor, and preferment? This is one teſt By which 
Vou are to judge whether you are a Chriſtian. 
:Secondly, We ſpoke of the meekneſs and pa- 


tience of Chriſt. ' When he was reviled he re- 


viled not again.” His ſoul, as we obſerved, Was 
mee and gentle as a lamb; Is this alſy your cha. 
racer? Has your natural temper, if it is haſty, been 
brought under, ſo that affronis and injuries do not 


much ruffle you? Are you not made violent in 
your ſpirit by the violence of thoſe who are op. 
poſed to you? How do you feel, for inſtance, to- 
wards ment of an oppoſite nation, or of a contrary 


party'to''you in politics, or of another ſe& in re. 
ligion? Chriſt died for his enemies; how do you 


feel towards all your enemies? Do you bear the 


evils of life alfo as Chriſt did, without murmuring 
and complaining, ſubmitting cheerfully to a hard 

and: humble lot if it Ys the wilt of: your heayenly 
Father 


Thirdly, Ohriſt was full of ler compaſſion 


and love, both tothe bodies and ſouls of men. 
How ſtands the likeneſs in theſe particülars ? For 


inſtance, What part of your time and money do 
you give to the ut of men's bodily diſtreſſes! 


Is y ur character t bat of. a father to the fatherleſs, 
a viſitor of the ſfek, benefactor to the | Pie and 


a comforter ef ies? aftlicted? Do you, ike' 755 
Savior, „go abit! doing. good?“ How do you 
att N towards thoſe' aße Wer e in 


3 


the world; and who: have treſpaſſed, as ſome judge, 
aſt all forgiveneſs 7 Does your benevalence em- 
Pires even theſe outcaſts alfo:? It was one of the 


reproaehes caſt on Chriſt by the Phariſees, that he 


topped too low in this reſpett, and that he ſeemed 
to take the part of wicked and undeſerving people. 
« Behold!” ſaid they & a friend to Publicans and 
Sinners,” and again, “ this woman is à Sinner.“ 
Are you in like manner a friend to the moſt diſ- 


creditable kind of Sinners?“ Is the idea of their un- * 8 


worthinefs no argument with you for declining an 


opportunity of doing them good? Do you take their z 


part and not deſpair of them, notwithſtanding the 
ſneers of ſame nchriſting, people? Or, on the con- 


trary, does the dread of ſuffering i in your OWN re- 
putatian continually check you in the: JEN pe n 
of your benefcenee? ? e n 
But the love of Chriſt had reſpett eliiefly 1 i 
ſouls of men. Are you chiefly concerned about 
their ſouls alſo? Do you do what in you leth to 
promote men's eternal intereſts ? Do you labour tot 
enlighten, to inſtruct, to invite, and to warn men 


with all earneſtneſs as Chriſt did? And do you. 


weep over the caſe of impenitent Sinners; as your! 


Savior wept over Jeruſalem? Or; on the contrary,. 


are you one of thoſe who make light of men's ſpi- 


ritual intereſts, who ſeem almoſt to forget chat 


their fellow- creatures have immortal ſouls, and 
who at the utmoſt can only be eee ee 
ſaew a little humanity to their bodies ?: 
Fourthly. Chriſt was remarkable for- is be 
dience and reſignation to the will of God. Heevi- 


dently lived only for the purpoſe af doing the will 


of his heavenly Father. Is this the propoſed end 


of your ar Do you conſider all 9 ene ; 


"Mg 


i 
Jon 


& 


may be aid: to you NOW. 
Chriſt's character have been ſet before, yeu, and 
er Which of theſe is it that you: diſbelieve i in him? 


„ 


ments in chis fe as the fulfilling os a work which 


Godhath given yow to do, and do you labour to 


know hishwill in order to your thus fulfilling i it? 
Or, on the contrary, are you one of thoſe who 


never think of God's will, but go their own way 


and ſay, they have a right to pleaſe themſelves 


provided they commit no great crime againſt their 


5 neighbour. And again, when croſſes or troubles 


come upon you do you bear them with reſigna- 
tion, conſidering them to be ſent by God, or are 
you impatient until they are removed, reverſing 


on ſuch occaſions the language of your Savior and 
faying, © Not thy will, O Lord! but mine be done.” 


A 0 the ſubject of our Savior's holineſs and 
his unſliaken faith and truſt. in God, his 


Euiddefint che cauſe; of truth, and his ardent. de- 
votion, as well as his other excellencics, we will 
not attempt to; enter here. 
however, that it is the part of a true Chriſtian to 


Let it be remembered, 


trace out the whole character of his Savior, and 


to imitate him in every one of thoſe points in 
whichihe Scriptures ſet him forth as Our example. 
„And now:Jet us make an appeal in a, few; words. 
to two: or three different defcriptions, of people. 


And firſt. to the downright Infidel. ,You are one 
who diſbelieve in Chriſt ; but are you one that has 


duly wetghed and confidered his charaQer? What | 


is the fault you find in it? When the unbelieving 
Jews: once took up tones to caſt at Jeſus, he an- 


- Twered them by ſaying, © Many, good works have 
 &-1'fhewed; 


you from my Father, and for Nhich of 
&itheſe good works do you ſtone me?” And fo, it 


* 


Many excellencies in 


2 2 own 0 


— 


| AA. ) 
surely you cannot deny that there is — 
very excellent, and unimpeachable, ſomething very 
pure and holy, ſomething alſo very original, fome- 


thing in ſhbrt that looks! very like divine in the 
character that has been ſpoken of, nor can there 


be any doubt of the Senn of the diſpoſitions 


which have been defcribed to promote the peace and 


happineſs of mankind. When therefore one man 


{coffss; when another gravely diſbelieves, when a 
third doubts about Chriſtianity; When difficulties 


riſe up in the- minds of ſome; and when profane 


and blaſpheming books are ſpread abroad ba over 
throw the faith+ of others, to all this hoſt. of un- 
believers we beg leave in this place fimply to 


reply, by oppoſing ta them the charaſter of, Jeſus 


Chriſt, a character which thoſe who are the moſt 
vos in running down Chriſtianity» willibe found 
I believe in general, to take very little ens in 


conſidering. ELTON SHE ny en i 1 941 


When thoſe unbelieving Jews of "5 ——— were 


ſo bent on crucifying Chriſt Were aſked; „ Why, 
„what evil hath he done?“ the grand difficulty 
was, to get them to give their attention fairly o 

the: character of the priſoner; the multitude of 
thems when this very reaſonable queſtion was aſked, 


are laiè to have returned ta their general abuſe, and 8 


to have only cried out the more let him be eru- 
cified; but when. Pilate, though diſpoſed to ſide 


with the Jews, was obliged by his office to exa- 
mine and croſs:examine this: Jeſus, © Verily,” ſaid 
Pilate, „“I find no fault in him;”—Qur. preſent dif- 
ficultyris much the ſame; for if we could but per- 
ſuade our modern Infidels and Blaſphemers to be- 
ſtow for once a little time in examining, point by 


point, the ne af: this ed of e 


FE 


— 


e 
Pilate gia, methinks they would be at waſd 10 
their hands alſo, like Pilate, of the Sad, being 10 
his more forward enemies; they vduld turn Over at Hur 
Jeaft: the heavier part of. the guilt tothe rabble of an 


more uninformed perſons ſaying, like Pilate aſter 
: wa examination, „Take ge him and cruciſy him.” WM: 
But let us next addreſs the mereh»mominal and of 
hae Chriſtians. Now theſe are: ther perfons; who, 
though ſome of them lament parhaps the preſent 
growth' of mfidelity, have bermthe principab cauſes 
. ef it. Not a fews of thele Chriſtians: ſo called are, 
it is to be feared men everaf immoral ;charac- 
ter, and theſe Muſt be named among the bel 
friends of infidelity, for the corrupt life of ont 
who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, is: certainly the great. 
oft of- all entouragements” to the unbelievers!! Bur 
dei us not confine our obſcrvation to immoral 
Chriſtians only Nou are dextainly a promater of 
Infidelity if you do but fail of having that :peculiar 
temper and turn of mind which has been deſcrib- 
ed. I will fuppoſe now that you are a decent 
moral perſon But muſt we not on that fo alſo 
Are. many of the Infitels—honorable—fo are _ 
Infidels— humane, perhaps handſome; in 
conduct, and very relpeklable- but o 2 Ig one 
many of the Infidels. If this-then:be-all,: you have 
nothing in your charafter but what is common 
5 un to you and them, and an Infidel at this rate 
| is puſt as good as a Chriſtian; and if. as good he 
15 Alt be as ſafe allo ſurely then there is no nced 
f Chriſtianity; and if. there is no need: off it 
4 here ariſbs a ſtrong At rr alſo that itbere is 
no tfuth in it; forbto ſuppoſe. Chriſtianity to be | 
rue; and ſent of God, as it profeſſes to be, while 
| *hevertolets there en ir, and big (be. fol 
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b Wl lovers! offit are belle than —— 
s is to! ſuppoſe that God Acts fooliſhly; and in vam: 
WM hich ſuppoſition is itſelf a kind of Infidelitys 
and is an approach even to Atheiſm, It follouis; 
; therefore, that in order to defend the trutk 
of Chriſtianity, it is neceſſary to exclude out- 
d of the pale o 'the true Chriſtian Church every; 
0 ſuch hos decent Chriſttan as I have penn?! 
ſpeaking rd laying: to him (asl all ſerious Ohtil⸗ I 
tans indeed are uſed to do) that you have a0 
are in the privileges of the Goſpel any more 
than the Unbelievers, and if *te that believeth 
not all be condemned then YOus it is to r 
feared are involved in the ame condemhation. - | 

We gannot help obſervinis, chat Chriſtians no 9 
tis merely decent claſs, ielpecially; if poſſeled ß 
a bs. orthodoxy alſo," are not ſeldom. the;perſans 
who cry out moſt violently againlt Infidelity,” adde 
who perhaps come forward in. defence of the naa 
tional faith, as if theſe werguthägbeſt Champions 
by Whom Ahe truths of Chriſt can be defendett; 
whereas I think I have fhewn, that they are ſome | 
of the very perſons who have betrayed the caufe; 
and have Grrvendeted up the ark of our moſt holy | 
faith into the hands of the modern Philiſtines, e |} 

Let us next addreſs another claſs of perſons; | 
mean thoſe who are very ee ee for their | 
Attachment to certain Chriſtian Dothrmes,” ar | 1 
are very zeatous for hat they call the” Geipel, 7 
Some of theſe perhaps 'carry"itheir zeal for doc | 
trines ſo far, that they feel but little intereſt in 
any thing that can be ſaid concerning the example 
of Chriſt, and! are! ready to turn away! frm: what - {| 
they call ſo merely moral ateflon's They defire - | 
o hear of nothing elſe than "ithe! ses bloed dnt | 
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grace, and interceſſion. But has not the ſame 
Scripture. which ſpeaks on theſe ſubjefts ſaid allo, 
Let the ſame mind be in you which was alſo 
* in-Chriſt Jeſus, and that Chriſt hath ſet us an 
example that we ſhould tread in his ſteps?” 


and again, „ that: if any man have not the Spirit 
of - Chriſt,” (which certainly muſt include the 


Teriptural declaration of the Character of Chriſt, 
and an appeal to thoſe texts which aſſert the ne- 
ceſſity of being like him in our own character and 


conduct, may be of admirable uſe in pulling down 
the vain confidence of the Enthuſiaſt, in redtify- 


F4 


ing many errors of the Bigot, in expoſing the in: 


ful paſſions of ſome who pretend that they ar 
magnifying Chriſt, in proving in ſhort the Faith 
of all, and in calming: many political as well as 
religious controverſies of the Chriſtian! Church. 
But once more. There are ſome. who think 
1 that they copy after Chriſt, and that they 
copy him the more b 
doctrines and beſtow. their whole attention upon 
practice. 
eloſe and real imitators of all theſe holy tem- 
the doctrinal parts of Scripture, in order to. ſuit 
their own ereed, are prone equally to forget or 
lower What is praQical 1n-Scripture'-in order to 


only a part of; Chriſt's example inſtead of the 


and ine of all che _ that is in it before 


— 


& righteouſneſs of Chriſt,” and his atonement, and 


and again, that he that ſaith he abideth in him 
„ ought. himſelf fo to walk even as he. walked:“ 


temper: of Chriſt) „he is none of his.” A plain 


ecauſe they make - light of 
But what is their practice? Are they 


pers of jeſus? I fear thoſe who neglect or 22 


ſuit their -own practice: many take, for inſtance, 


whole of it, and even what they take they lower | 


* 
— 


8 0 Vis 9 . . 
they can agree t to it: thus they may pol icftale 
Chriſt's benevolence to the podle of men, (bite 
even this is done only in ſome mall degree, for 
they cannot be ſaid to * go about doing good,” vs 
Chriſt did, making their benevolence their og 
and quitting their home, like him, in ſearch of 
wretched people; and as to Chriſt's bene vol ence to 
the ſouls of men they hardly chink of it, and are al- 
together oppoſite 5 him in that e thus 
many alſo may conſider, a certain degree of” refig2 
nition to Providence in a 1ime of rain ye 1 
a branch of Chriſtian duty, and may 7905 Kors 
follow Chriſt's example in this refp&R; 
fact perhaps they are much more alete be an 
idea of it's being neceſſary to Tubmitto their" fate; | 
and as to that other temper 6 Obviſt Which We 
coupled with willingneſs to ſafer; 1. mean a wil : 
mene, alſo to do the whole will of gur hear 
venly Father, here they myſt tamentably fail: for do 
they look upon the doing of God's will, 'as:Chrift 
did, to be more neceffary, as it Veres than their 
daily meat, and do they count thelt time, their 
money, and their labor loft except as it is de- 
voted to God's ſervice, and employed for his 
glory? In truth, the whole example of Chriſt, 
when rightty underſtood, can neither be imitated 
nor approyed, by the combi!" kind of worde 
men; and indeed we all ſeem naturally n 


Y into diſpoſigons the moſt contrary to ' thoſe whith - 


characteriſed our Savior; for are men naturally 
humble, and lowly, and indifferent, as he was 10 
vorldly praiſe? Are they naturally prone to for- 
five injuries, and to love even their“ enemies, 
hewing their chief compaſſion alſo to the ſouls 

of thoſe whom Ty Love fe Are men naturally dil. f 


} 


C TD LY. as > Eo OKs | 
poſed, to renounce, their own will, and to [ook 
only to the will of God? and are men naturaliy 
ſubmiſlive, and reſigned, and devoted altogether 
to the Lord's ſervice? The corruption of our 
nature ther i is one of the leſſons which we learn 
by thus. appealing to the example of Chriſt as the 
Touchſtone of real, goodneſs, and when through 
the, knowledge of this corruption, we are humbled 
| r. the ſenle of guilt, and are become anxious 
to find mexcy, then, and not till then, we turn to 
our Savior's Croſs, and begin heartily to plead 
ee the Propitiation” of that Son of God who | ee bare 
6 our ſins in his own body. on the tree, having 
« given. his life to „be a ranſom for us. 

he diſtance at which we find ourfelves fron 
e great Standard of- Perfection, and the diff. 
tte which we. ſoon begin. to feel when we en. 
deavour to copy after it, cannot fail to teach u. 
another leſſon in Chriſtianity of. the firſt impor 
tance ;, we;are now taught, I mean, to, bow. out 
„ knees”; before the God of all grace, Ampſorin 
him n hel our infirmitiés,“ and pou 
down. UPON US, A portion of that ſpirit biet Wa 

„given without meaſure” unto Chriſt; and thu 
do the ſeveral parts of Chriſtianity reflect mutua 
Bn bt on each other. He then is. the, true Chril 
8 Who, helieving the doftrines of, Chriſt, i 
alſo animated thereby to follow all the precepis ol 
his maſter, who heartily approves. and zealoutly co 
_ Pies after the bright example that is ſet before hu 
and who, by the help of Divine Grace, attains ! 
his humble meaſure to > ſome true, reſemblance of hit 
Savior. VVV VV | 
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